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passions and to induce hatred. Assuming that all the conditions
I have named were fulfilled, the managers were quite right in
giving previous information to, the Government in a dignified
manner, because the essence of civil disobedience is that it is public
and made specially known to those interested in arresting.
As to the "stormy literatue"., it is a sad thing that pamphlets
such as the writer alludes to are being published and so largely
patronized. The writer has mentioned two such booklets. I am,
however, not printing the names. Some other correspondent sends
me one of the booklets also for my edification and advice. The
title as well as the contents are objectionable and breathe nothing
but hatred. It is our duty to bring every wrong to public notice,
but there are ways and ways of doing the thing. No point is gained
by putting things offensively. The offence contains in the fact
itself. To embellish such facts is to detract from the demerit, and
at the present moment when people are under the pledge of non-
violence, publication of such literature is highly reprehensible. It
spreads anger and makes the task of offering civil disobedience more
and more difficult.
I HAVE LOST ALL CREDIT
A friend from Lahore without giving his name sends me the
following thundering note:1
On Tuesday the llth I read the Tribune and the resolutions therein,
passed at the emergency meeting of the All-India Congress Working Com-
mittee. . . .
The people are of this opinion that you have turned your face and
become fickle-minded. They will co-operate with the Government without
any hesitation and join the ceremony of His Royal Highness the Prince
of Wales. . . .
Some merchants are under the impression that you have removed all
J:he restrictions from all liquor shops and videshi cloth.
Truly speaking, each and every one in Lahore city is holding meet-
ings . . . and . . . are condemning the action of the All-India Congress
Committee.
I now for my sake ask you these questions:
1.    Will you now give up the lead of this movement?    If so, why?
2.    Will you be good enough to let me know why you have given
such instructions to all Provincial Congress Committees?   Have you given
an opportunity to Pandit Malaviya for a  round table conference  for   a
settlement, or has Pandit Malaviya agreed to embrace your movement in
case the Government has not turned true to its words ?
1 Only excerpts reproduced here